
BOOK CLUB
PROGRAMS

Learning and Interpretation programs receive generous funding from the Institute of Museum and Library Services; 
MD Anderson Cancer Center; Sharon G. Dies; the Sterling-Turner Foundation; the Powell Foundation;  
Houston Junior Woman’s Club; Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo; the Kress Foundation; The Brown Foundation, Inc.;  
the Susan Vaughan Foundation; and additional generous donors.

Mark Your Calendars
Here’s the book lineup for 2019–2020!  

The Murmur of Bees 
by Sofía Segovia,  
translated by Simon Bruni
November 1, 2019–February 29, 2020 
In association with Houston Grand Opera’s Seeking the 
Human Spirit Initiative. Now in its third year, the initiative 
will explore the theme of “identity.” The Murmur of Bees 
will connect to motifs from the HGO world premier opera, 
“El Milagro del Recuerdo.” For more information about the 
opera, visit houstongrandopera.org/milagro.

The Night Watchman
by Louise Erdrich
March 1, 2020–June 30, 2020 
In association with the 2019/2020 Inprint Margarett Root 
Brown Reading Series.  Author Louise Erdrich will read 
from The Night Watchman in Houston on March 9, 2020. 
For more information about tickets and the reading,  
visit inprinthouston.org.

Where the Crawdads Sing  
by Delia Owens
July 1, 2020–October 31, 2020
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Art and literature meet here!
Designed for both established book clubs and individuals interested in 
creating connections between literary and visual arts, the MFAH Book 
Club links works of literature to works of art at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston. Each MFAH Book Club selection is featured for a four-month 
period in the fall, spring, and summer. Visit mfah.org/bookclubs for 
FREE discussion guides, drop-in discussions, and more!

Most MFAH Book Club selections may be purchased at the MFA Shop, where Museum members 
receive a discount. Reading copies are also available in the Museum’s Kinder Foundation Education 
Center and at the Museum’s Hirsch Library. MFAH Book Club selections are sometimes available as 
audiobooks via services such as Audible, or through apps that use your public library card for free 
audio, such as Overdrive.

How to Participate

For Book Clubs of Six or More

1. Read the book. 

2. Use the free downloadable discussion guide to facilitate group 
discussions. The guide features questions about the book and select 
artwork on view at the Museum.                 

3. Schedule a docent-led Museum tour highlighting works of art for each 
book rotation. To schedule, email bookclub@mfah.org—a minimum of 3 
weeks in advance—with the following information:

• The name of your group and number of participants

• The primary organizer's name, telephone number, and email address

• Your preferred date and time for your tour (See dates on the back.)

4. Look for a confirmation email, within 5 business days,  
with information about when and where to meet the docent  
at the Museum.

For Individuals

1. Read the book at your own pace. 

2. Join the MFAH Goodreads group at mfah.org/goodreads, which is 
dedicated to online discussion throughout the book’s four-month 
period. You can sign in with your Facebook account, or create your 
own Goodreads account. Discussion questions for the current book are 
posted every other week, but feel free to pose questions of your own.

3. Enhance your experience with a free drop-in interactive discussion at 
the Museum related to the themes of the book and works of art on view. 
Visit mfah.org/bookclub for discussion dates. Drop-in discussions are 
free with Museum admission, which is free on Thursdays.

Visit mfah.org/bookclub for updates and additional information.

Questions? Email bookclub@mfah.org.

*Check the Book Club page on the Museum’s website for updates on the 
FREE drop-in discussion dates.

Top, left to right: Arthur Turner, Dark Window, 2001, watercolor and ink on paper, the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, museum 
purchase funded by Claire and Doug Ankenman, Jr., 2001.413, © 2001 Arthur Turner

Keith Carter, Boy with Bee, 1990, gelatin silver print, the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, gift of Texas Monthly and the artist, 
2000.354. © Keith Carter

Bottom: Martin Johnson Heade, Marsh Sunset (detail), Newburyport, Massachusetts, c. 1876–1882, oil on canvas, the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, museum purchase funded by Isabel B. and Wallace S. Wilson, 2004.1595.


