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AWEIGHTY STORY

An odd message accompanied the delivery of
Marlon James's novel A Brief History of Seven
Killings: “Good luck, my friend — it’s 669 pages!”
Actually, it’s 688 pages. It's also brilliant. James
isin town aspartofthe Inprint Margarett Root
Brown Reading Series, along with Cristina
Henriquez. The story of an attempted assassi-
nation of Jamaican musician Bob Marleyin
1976, Seven Killings gives voiceto an array of
characters — a Rolfing Stone reporter, CIA
agents, corrupt cops, ambitious politicians, drug
dealers, gang members, children of the Iings-
tonghettos and a few ghosts. Most of them re-
late their stories in colorful, syncopated
Jamaican patois.

Interestingly, famed reggae musician
Marley, called simply the Singer in the nar-
rative, isn't the focus of Seven Killings. In-
stead, James concentrates on the people
around Marley, an eclectic cast of Every-
mans. Using the assassination attempt as an
entry into Jamaican culture and politics,
James examines not Marley but the compli-
cated, contradictory world that produced
him and his music. 7:30 p.m. Wortham The-
ater Center, 501 Texas. For information, visit
inprinthouston.org. $5. OLIVIA FLORES ALVAREZ
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